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SEC. ___. INCREASED ACCESS TO POTENTIAL RECRUITS. 1 

(a) SECONDARY SCHOOLS.—Section 503(c)(1) of title 10, United States Code, is 2 

amended— 3 

(1) in subparagraph (A)— 4 

(A) in clause (i), by striking “and” at the end; 5 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking “and telephone listings,” and all that follows 6 

through the period at the end and inserting “email addresses, home telephone 7 

numbers, and mobile telephone numbers, notwithstanding subsection (a)(5)(B) or 8 

(b) of section 444 of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g); 9 

and”; and 10 

(C) by adding at the end the following new clause: 11 

“(iii) shall provide information requested pursuant to clause (ii) within a 12 

reasonable period of time, but in no case later than the 60th day following the date of the 13 

request.”; and  14 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking “and telephone listing” and inserting “email 15 

address, home telephone number, or mobile telephone number”. 16 

(b) INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—Section 983(b) of such title is amended— 17 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “or” at the end; 18 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 19 

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking “and telephone listings” and inserting 20 

“email addresses, home telephone numbers, and mobile telephone numbers, 21 

which information shall be made available not later than the 60th day following 22 
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the start of classes for the current semester or not later than the 60th day following 1 

the date of a request, whichever occurs last”; and 2 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking the period at the end and inserting “; 3 

or”; and 4 

(3) by adding at the end the following new paragraph: 5 

“(3) access by military recruiters for purposes of military recruiting to lists of 6 

students (who are 17 years of age or older) not returning to the institution after having 7 

been enrolled during the previous semester, together with student recruiting information 8 

and the reason why the student did not return, if collected by the institution.”. 9 

 
[Please note: The “Changes to Existing Law” section below sets out in red-line format how 

the legislative text would amend existing law.] 
 

Section-by-Section Analysis 
 

 This legislative proposal would expand the types of information that military recruiters 
could have access to under sections 503 and 983 of title 10, United States Code, by adding email 
addresses and mobile telephone numbers to the list of information required to be provided to 
recruiters by institutions of higher education and secondary schools.  This proposal would also 
require secondary schools to provide student information within 60 days of a request from a 
military recruiter.  Additionally, this proposal would require colleges and universities to provide 
student directory information within 60 days of the start of a school year or 60 days after the date 
of a recruiter’s request as well as “stop-out” lists of those students who do not return to the 
institution from the previous semester.   
 
 Technology has significantly altered the ways in which people communicate with each 
other.  Many people prefer to communicate by email and text message; further, many people no 
longer have a landline phone number.  The statutes as currently written only allow for the 
collection of outdated communication information, such as address and telephone listing.  
Further, no timeframe is provided, so many schools do not provide this information until it is too 
late for military recruiters to make the best use of it by providing students with pertinent 
information enabling them to explore their options. 
 
 Half of today’s youth admit that they know little to nothing about the military.  Our goal 
is to inform the target youth market about all the options available to them.  We need the youth 
market and their influencers to understand the military, what the military does, and what service 
to country can do for them.  This proposal will allow recruiters to collect better information for 
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contacting today’s students, improving the Services’ ability to inform students and influencers 
about the opportunities available to them. 
 
 Although the proposal allows for the collection of information about secondary school 
students, many of whom are minors, their parents could still opt out of releasing their child’s 
information under the same terms and conditions as are currently available under section 8528 of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7908).   
 
 Recruiting the volunteer force to serve in the military is a national security imperative, 
especially for Services that need to grow end strength to meet National Security Strategy 
requirements and Combatant Commander demand for forces.  While many schools go above and 
beyond to support military recruiting, many do not.  The Army recruited 70K Soldiers in Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2018, yet fell short of its goal for a number of reasons.  Although the Services are 
taking a comprehensive look at the accessions enterprise, at a minimum, meeting increased 
recruiting needs requires our military recruiters to have meaningful access to the recruiting pool.  
Updating existing statutes to reflect cultural and technological changes in how our society 
communicates and receives information is a necessary first step.  It will also assist in opening 
some hard-to-reach markets so that the military reflects the Nation it serves. 
 
Budget Implications:  This proposal has no significant budgetary impact.  Resources impacted 
are incidental in nature and amount and are included within the Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 
President’s Budget request. 
 
Changes to Existing Law:  This proposal would make the following changes to sections 503 
and 983 title 10, United States Code: 
 
§ 503. Enlistments: recruiting campaigns; compilation of directory information 
 

(a) RECRUITING CAMPAIGNS.—(1) The Secretary concerned shall conduct intensive recruiting 
campaigns to obtain enlistments in the Regular Army, Regular Navy, Regular Air Force, Regular 
Marine Corps, and Regular Coast Guard. 

(2) The Secretary of Defense shall act on a continuing basis to enhance the effectiveness of 
recruitment programs of the Department of Defense (including programs conducted jointly and 
programs conducted by the separate armed forces) through an aggressive program of advertising 
and market research targeted at prospective recruits for the armed forces and those who may 
influence prospective recruits. Subchapter I of chapter 35 of title 44 shall not apply to actions 
taken as part of that program. 

 
(b) COMPILATION OF DIRECTORY INFORMATION.—(1) The Secretary of Defense may collect 

and compile directory information pertaining to each student who is 17 years of age or older or 
in the eleventh grade (or its equivalent) or higher and who is enrolled in a secondary school in 
the United States or its territories, possessions, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

(2) The Secretary may make directory information collected and compiled under this 
subsection available to the armed forces for military recruiting purposes. Such information may 
not be disclosed for any other purpose. 
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(3) Directory information pertaining to any person may not be maintained for more than 3 
years after the date the information pertaining to such person is first collected and compiled 
under this subsection. 

(4) Directory information collected and compiled under this subsection shall be confidential, 
and a person who has had access to such information may not disclose such information except 
for the purposes described in paragraph (2). 

(5) The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe regulations to carry out this subsection. 
Regulations prescribed under this subsection shall be submitted to the Committee on Armed 
Services of the Senate and the Committee on Armed Services of the House of Representatives. 
Regulations prescribed by the Secretaries concerned to carry out this subsection shall be as 
uniform as practicable. 

(6) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as requiring, or authorizing the Secretary of 
Defense to require, that any educational institution furnish directory information to the Secretary. 

 
(c) ACCESS TO SECONDARY SCHOOLS.—(1)(A) Each local educational agency receiving 

assistance under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965— 
(i) shall provide to military recruiters the same access to secondary school students as is 

provided generally to postsecondary educational institutions or to prospective employers of 
those students; and 

(ii) shall, upon a request made by military recruiters for military recruiting purposes, 
provide access to secondary school student names, addresses, and telephone listings, 
notwithstanding section 444(a)(5)(B) of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 
1232g(a)(5)(B)). email addresses, home telephone numbers, and mobile telephone numbers, 
notwithstanding subsection (a)(5)(B) or (b) of section 444 of the General Education 
Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g); and 

(iii) shall provide information requested pursuant to clause (ii) within a reasonable period 
of time, but in no case later than the 60th day following the date of the request. 
(B) A local educational agency may not release a student's name, address, and telephone 

listing, email address, home telephone number, or mobile telephone number under subparagraph 
(A)(ii) without the prior written consent of a parent of the student if the student, or a parent of the 
student, has submitted a request to the local educational agency that the student's information not 
be released for a purpose covered by that subparagraph without prior written parental consent. 
Each local educational agency shall notify parents of the rights provided under the preceding 
sentence. 

(2) If a local educational agency denies a request by the Department of Defense for recruiting 
access, the Secretary of Defense, in cooperation with the Secretary of the military department 
concerned, shall designate an officer in a grade not below the grade of colonel or, in the case of 
the Navy, captain, or a senior executive of that military department to meet with representatives 
of that local educational agency in person, at the offices of that agency, for the purpose of 
arranging for recruiting access. The designated officer or senior executive shall seek to have that 
meeting within 120 days of the date of the denial of the request for recruiting access. 

(3) If, after a meeting under paragraph (2) with representatives of a local educational agency 
that has denied a request for recruiting access or (if the educational agency declines a request for 
the meeting) after the end of such 120-day period, the Secretary of Defense determines that the 
agency continues to deny recruiting access, the Secretary shall transmit to the chief executive of 
the State in which the agency is located a notification of the denial of recruiting access and a 
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request for assistance in obtaining that access. The notification shall be transmitted within 60 
days after the date of the determination. The Secretary shall provide to the Secretary of 
Education a copy of such notification and any other communication between the Secretary and 
that chief executive with respect to such access. 

(4) If a local educational agency continues to deny recruiting access one year after the date of 
the transmittal of a notification regarding that agency under paragraph (3), the Secretary— 

(A) shall determine whether the agency denies recruiting access to at least two of the armed 
forces (other than the Coast Guard when it is not operating as a service in the Navy); and 

(B) upon making an affirmative determination under subparagraph (A), shall transmit a 
notification of the denial of recruiting access to- 

(i) the specified congressional committees; 
(ii) the Senators of the State in which the local educational agency is located; and 
(iii) the member of the House of Representatives who represents the district in which the 

local educational agency is located. 
(5) The requirements of this subsection do not apply to a private secondary school that 

maintains a religious objection to service in the armed forces and which objection is verifiable 
through the corporate or other organizational documents or materials of that school. 

(6) In this subsection: 
(A) The term "local educational agency" means- 

(i) a local educational agency, within the meaning of that term in section 8101 of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965; and 

(ii) a private secondary school. 
(B) The term "recruiting access" means access requested as described in paragraph (1). 
(C) The term "senior executive" has the meaning given that term in section 3132(a)(3) of 

title 5. 
(D) The term "State" includes the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 

the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, the Virgin Islands, American 
Samoa, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the 
Republic of Palau. 

(E) The term "specified congressional committees" means the following: 
(i) The Committee on Armed Services and the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions of the Senate. 
(ii) The Committee on Armed Services and the Committee on Education and the 

Workforce of the House of Representatives. 
 
(F) The term "member of the House of Representatives" includes a Delegate or Resident 

Commissioner to Congress. 
 
(d) DIRECTORY INFORMATION DEFINED.—In this section, the term "directory information" has 

the meaning given that term in subsection (a)(5)(A) of section 444 of the General Education 
Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g). 
 

* * * * * 
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§983. Institutions of higher education that prevent ROTC access or military recruiting on 
campus: denial of grants and contracts from Department of Defense, Department 
of Education, and certain other departments and agencies 

 
(a) DENIAL OF FUNDS FOR PREVENTING ROTC ACCESS TO CAMPUS.—No funds described in 

subsection (d)(1) may be provided by contract or by grant to an institution of higher education 
(including any subelement of such institution) if the Secretary of Defense determines that that 
institution (or any subelement of that institution) has a policy or practice (regardless of when 
implemented) that either prohibits, or in effect prevents— 

(1) the Secretary of a military department from maintaining, establishing, or operating a 
unit of the Senior Reserve Officer Training Corps (in accordance with section 6541 of this title 
and other applicable Federal laws) at that institution (or any subelement of that institution); or 

(2) a student at that institution (or any subelement of that institution) from enrolling in a 
unit of the Senior Reserve Officer Training Corps at another institution of higher education. 

 
(b) DENIAL OF FUNDS FOR PREVENTING MILITARY RECRUITING ON CAMPUS.—No funds 

described in subsection (d)(1) may be provided by contract or by grant to an institution of higher 
education (including any subelement of such institution) if the Secretary of Defense determines 
that that institution (or any subelement of that institution) has a policy or practice (regardless of 
when implemented) that either prohibits, or in effect prevents- 

(1) the Secretary of a military department or the Secretary of Homeland Security from 
gaining access to campuses, or access to students (who are 17 years of age or older) on 
campuses, for purposes of military recruiting in a manner that is at least equal in quality and 
scope to the access to campuses and to students that is provided to any other employer; or 

(2) access by military recruiters for purposes of military recruiting to the following 
information pertaining to students (who are 17 years of age or older) enrolled at that institution 
(or any subelement of that institution): 

(A) Names, addresses, and telephone listings email addresses, home telephone 
numbers, and mobile telephone numbers, which information shall be made available not 
later than the 60th day following the start of classes for the current semester or quarter or 
not later than the 60th day following the date of a request, whichever occurs last. 

(B) Date and place of birth, levels of education, academic majors, degrees received, 
and the most recent educational institution enrolled in by the student. ; or 
(3) access by military recruiters for purposes of military recruiting to lists of students (who 

are 17 years of age or older) not returning to the institution after having been enrolled during 
the previous semester, together with student recruiting information and the reason why the 
student did not return, if collected by the institution. 

 
(c) EXCEPTIONS.—The limitation established in subsection (a) or (b) shall not apply to an 

institution of higher education (or any subelement of that institution) if the Secretary of Defense 
determines that- 

(1) the institution (and each subelement of that institution) has ceased the policy or practice 
described in that subsection; or 

(2) the institution of higher education involved has a longstanding policy of pacifism based 
on historical religious affiliation. 

 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:10%20section:983%20edition:prelim)%20OR%20(granuleid:USC-prelim-title10-section983)&f=treesort&edition=prelim&num=0&jumpTo=true#983_1_target
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(d) COVERED FUNDS.—(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the limitations established in 
subsections (a) and (b) apply to the following: 

(A) Any funds made available for the Department of Defense. 
(B) Any funds made available for any department or agency for which regular 

appropriations are made in a Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and 
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act. 

(C) Any funds made available for the Department of Homeland Security. 
(D) Any funds made available for the National Nuclear Security Administration of the 

Department of Energy. 
(E) Any funds made available for the Department of Transportation. 
(F) Any funds made available for the Central Intelligence Agency. 

(2) Any Federal funding specified in paragraph (1) that is provided to an institution of higher 
education, or to an individual, to be available solely for student financial assistance, related 
administrative costs, or costs associated with attendance, may be used for the purpose for which 
the funding is provided. 

 
(e) NOTICE OF DETERMINATIONS.—Whenever the Secretary of Defense makes a determination 

under subsection (a), (b), or (c), the Secretary- 
(1) shall transmit a notice of the determination to the Secretary of Education and to the 

head of each other department and agency the funds of which are subject to the determination; 
and 

(2) shall publish in the Federal Register a notice of the determination and the effect of the 
determination on the eligibility of the institution of higher education (and any subelement of 
that institution) for contracts and grants. 
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